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II. We live. Whatever may be the cause to
which we owe life, we must submit to its require-
ments. It is necessary to live, and furthermore to
live happily. These are two inseparable postulates,
which may furnish the system of government of
our lives, a system of morality. The history of
mankind is often summed up in a good or in a bad
conception of happiness. For the idea that we
form of it, the sentiments which it inspires in us,
fill our lives. Granted a human race composed of
philosophers, and their mode of thinking and of
living would become in its turn philosophical.
It is not sacrifice or abnegation which has created
human civilisation. It is the ideal of happiness
which the best of human beings have formed.
All have laboured in view of their low or lofty
interest; all have been guided by their instinctive
or conscious aspirations toward happiness.

But how are we to live? How are we best to
fulfil our destiny? To answer this anxious in-
quiry thousands of systems of morality have been
devised. At the present day, as in the times of
the first philosophers, there is division on this
subject. The ideal proposed was sometimes too
high, sometimes too low. Above all, it was too
far apart from our real interests or our individual
aspirations. Men appeared to forget that the